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Platinum Bushvelder newspaper
| Thabazimbi — A new chapter of
hope, strength, and teamwork has
begun in Thabazimbi as Thaba Fire
and Rescue proudly introduced its
upcoming K9 Unit this week. More
than just an operational upgrade,
the  announcement celebrates
the bond between handlers and
their dogs — loyal partners whose
instincts, courage, and keen senses
often mean the difference between
loss and life.

Developed in partnership with the
established Thabazimbi K9 Unit,
this initiative represents a significant
step forward in strengthening local
search and rescue capacity. These
highly trained dogs will not only
enhance the team'’s ability to locate
missing persons and respond to
emergencies, but will also bring
an irreplaceable combination of
determination,  sensitivity, and
unwavering devotion to every
mission.

Formal training for personnel and
their dogs will begin in February
2026, laying the groundwork for a
fully operational, specialised unit
within the same year. The team
describes the upcoming K9 division
as a natural and essential evolution
of their service — broadening their
reach, improving response times,
and providing greater accuracy in
high-pressure situations.

Since registering as a non-profit
organisation in 2019, Thaba Fire
and Rescue has earned a strong
reputation for reliable, dedicated
service to their community. The
creation of this K9 Unit strengthens
thatlegacy, opening new possibilities
to save lives under even the most
challenging circumstances.

The community has expressed
heartfelt appreciation for the team’s
commitment and personal sacrifices
throughout 2025. With the arrival
of these four-legged heroes on the
horizon, residents look forward to
a 2026 filled with safety, capability,
and continued blessing for the entire
Thaba Fire and Rescue team.

Whaba Fire and

Rescue announces
new K9 Unit
for 2026

The team with their four-legged future rescue heroes - ready to step
into a new chapter of service and dedication.
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one day alone.

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Snakes are dangerous — but
Thabazimbi — Residents are being also part of nature

urged to stay alert following a sudden While snakes can be frightening,
rise in snake encounters — including experts note that they play an essential |
two black mamba incidents reported in  ecological role by controlling rodent

Black mambas are extremely fast, in residential areas requires caution
highly venomous, and notoriously — especially species common in this !

defensive when cornered.

er.co.za
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Heat, Rain... and Black Mambas

populations. Even so, their presence

region, such as:

' SNAKEWARNING !!
WITH THE
TEMPERATURE
RISING,MORE
SNAKES STARTING TO
COME QUT, PLEASE
BE CAREFUL AND BE
ON THE LOOKOUT
FOR SMNAKES

Pierre Loots | Hennie v Dyk
0836035678 | 0834531016
Henk Havenga | Andre vd Berg
0724580136 ¢ 076407753

to be vigilant.”

A SNAKE YOURSELF
Officials stress that attempting to chase,

black mamba — can be deadly. “Please
yourself. Call us. Let the experts handle

them,” Loots reminded. Professional
snake catchers and rescue teams, bitten.

including Thaba Fire and Rescue and « Save emergency contact numbers
WildMed Emergency Services, remain for local
rescue services.

on standby to assist the public safely.

The combination of intense heat and * Black mamba
recent heavy rainfall has created * Mozambique spitting cobra
ideal conditions for snake movement, » Puff adder -
pushing them closer to homes, gardens, Bites from these species can be fatal if &
and farm areas. Pierre Loots, CEO of not treated immediately, making prompt
Thaba Fire and Rescue sounded the medical attention and professional
alarm: “It's summertime, and we need assistance critical.
Safety tips

DO NOT TRY TO CATCH OR KILL « Stay alert when walking through b
long grass, around woodpiles, or =

near water runoff. ':,aar:]d:; r:l :anfg:e
kill, or handle a snake — especially a » Keep pets and children away from restrainZa blaci
areas where snakes may hide. mamba during

do NOT try to remove the snake + Do not attempt to corner or kill
a snake — this dramatically
increases the chance of being

snake handlers and

Expert snake

a recent rescue
— a reminder of
how quickly these
highly venomous
snakes can
appear after heat
and heavy rains.

LIMPOPO GAMBLING BOARD
ACT 3 OF 2013 | APPLICATION FOR RELOCATION

OF BINGO SITE LICENCE

Notice is hereby given that Goldrush Bingo Phalaborwa
(Pty) Ltd, intends submitting an application for relocation of
a Bingo Site Licence, in terms of Section 38 of the Limpopo
Gambling Act 3 of 2013, on the 5" of December 2025.

The purpose of the application is to obtain permission to
relocate and operate the Bingo Site Licence from location
Erf 4 of 4476, Shop 2 Phalaborwa Shoprite Centre,
Corner Sealene and Palm Avenue, Phalaborwa, To,
Shop 8 Sunset Point Plaza, Stand 02631 Extension 16
Onverwatch Township, Lephalale

If successful the duration of the licence is in perpetuity,
subject to continuous suitability.

The application will be open for public inspections for 30
days at the office of the Limpopo Gambling Board at 08
Hans van Rensburg Street, Polokwane, Limpopo Province,
South Africa, from 5 December 2025 to 5 January 2026.
Attention is drawn to the provisions of section 26(6) of the
Limpopo Gambling Act 3 of 2013 which makes provision for
lodging of written representations and objections in respect
of this application. A person lodging written representation
should indicate whether or not they wish to make oral
representations when the application is heard.

Such objections should be lodged with the Chief Executive
Officer of the Limpopo Gambling Board, 8 Hans van

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | R511 —
A troubling rise in serious accidents along the
R511 has prompted renewed concern from
emergency services. P&K Towing and Recovery
reports that the stretch of road has become
increasingly hazardous, with two significant
incidents recorded on 6 and 7 December 2025.

Koedoeskop Tragedy Claims Two Lives
A devastating collision occurred on 6 December
at 22:10, roughly 4.5 km past the Koedoeskop
turn-off, leaving two people dead and a
community in mourning. According to Lefa
Rachuene of P&K Towing and Recovery, the
victims were part of a family of four travelling
home to Swartklip after celebrating a graduation
ceremony earlier that day.

Emergency teams from Bela Bela Pathology,
Northam Police, Thaba Fire and Rescue,
Northam Fire Rescue, and P&K Towing and
Recovery worked late into the night at the scene.
“Our heartfelt condolences go out to the family,”
Rachuene said, noting that the increase in
incidents along this section of the R511 is

& RECOVERY
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" The wreckage of the grey BMW
lies on its side after the fatal

Koedoeskop crash. ||
L N L

The overturned delivery bakkie near Dwaalboom

Rensburg Street, Polokwane, or Private Bag X9520,
Polokwane 0700, within 30 days from 5 December 2025.

becoming “deeply worrying.”

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS & INVITATION TO REGISTER AS AN
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION
FOR WASTE TO ENERGY PROCESS PLANT AT KAALVLAKTE 416 KQ, NORTHAM,
THABAZIMBI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF WATERBERG
DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, LIMPOPO PROVINCE.

Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulations 41 (2) (c) (i) of Government Notice R. 326
of 2017 promulgated in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of
1998) as amended.

The project proposes establishing a Thermochemical Waste Treatment Plant and a
Transesterification recycling facility for biodiesel production on Farm Kaalvlakte 416 KQ
near Northam (24°54'52.68"S; 27°15'54.23°E). Located within the Thabazimbi Local
Municipality of the Waterberg District, Limpopo Province, the facility will treat waste through
pyrolysis and the transesterification process to produce biodiesel from suitable feedstocks.

The project triggers Category A (3) Listed Activities 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 12, provided for in
Government Notice R.921 of the National Environmental Management: Waste Management
Act (Act 59 of 2008) and Section 21 Category 2.1, 3.1, 3.4, 4.21, 8.1 Listed Activities of the
National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (Act 39 of 2004) as amended. An
application for Environmental Authorization (EA) through Basic Assessment (BA) process
will be lodged with the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment and
Tourism (LEDET) and the Department of Forestry Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE).
An Air Emission License (AEL) application will be lodged with the Waterberg District
Municipality; both applications will run concurrently.

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to present written comments together
with their name, contact details and an indication of any direct business, financial, personal
or other interest which they have in the application to the contact person indicated below
within 30 days for BAR and AEL (i.e., On or before the 13 February 2026 for BAR and
AEL) of the publishing of this notice.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER:

Muri Enviro Consulting and Waste Management (Pty) Ltd | 186 Columbine Avenue
Mondeor, Johannesburg, Gauteng, 2091

Contact Person: Nethengwe T.P (MSc Enviro Science) | (EAPASA Reg No: 2019/500

SACNASP Reg No: 116311) | Peete L.P (Dip Enviro Science)

(SACNASP Reg No: 167490)

Mobile: +27 69 178 3048 / +27 82 538 0734

Email: thendo.nethengwe@murienviro.co.za / pius.peete@murienviro.co.za\
murienviro@gmail.com

CLIENT DETAILS:

2G Biofuels (Pty) Ltd | Kaalvlakte 416 KQ, Northam

Limpopo, 0360 -

Contact Person: Musekwa M/ Van As C.J
+27 71 551 5797/ +27 76 834 3546
info@coreskills.co.za

—Muri Enviro-

Consulting & Waste Management

— a fortunate outcome for the driver, who emerged
without injuries.

Driver Walks Away Unharmed in
Dwaalboom Overturning

In a separate incident, a delivery bakkie overturned in a
single-vehicle crash near Dwaalboom on 7 December at
around 11:00. According to Abraham Lebogo of P&K Towing
and Recovery, “Remarkably, the driver — the sole occupant
— escaped without injury.” State ambulance services and
P&K Towing and Recovery responded swiftly to the scene,
ensuring the area was secured and the vehicle recovered
safely.

With accidents increasing sharply, emergency responders
are urging motorists to take extra care, especially during the
festive season when road traffic typically intensifies.

P&K Towing and Recovery press release extracts

MARSHALL STILL AT LARGE
Police Dismiss False Claims of Escapee’s Re-Arrest

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi — Local police have
urged residents to rely on verified information after false claims circulated
on Facebook this week suggesting that escaped suspect Marshall
Mugwira had been re-arrested.
These social media reports are incorrect. Police again confirmed on
Wednesday morning, 10 December 2025, that Mugwira has not been
apprehended and remains on the run.
Mugwira, 33, escaped from custody on Monday, 1 December 2025,
shortly after appearing in the Thabazimbi Magistrate’s Court. According
to police, he had already been loaded into the back of a police van when
he allegedly kicked the door off its railing and fled — still in handcuffs.
He is wanted in connection with an aggravated robbery involving the theft
of a gas stove, solar batteries, and inverters valued at approximately
R69,000. Mugwira is expected to appear in court again on 19 January
2026, and failure to do so may lead to additional charges.
Police continue to caution community members not to approach him if
seen. Authorities emphasise that sharing unverified information online
can hinder ongoing investigations and cause unnecessary panic.

®  Anyone who can help locate Mugwira is urged to contact captain
Du Plessis on 082 565 7611 and allow trained officers to handle the
situation.

Marshall Mugwira, 33, remains
at large after escaping

from police custody at the
Thabazimbi Magistrate’s Court
on 1 December 2025.
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Saam maak ons die boek toe op 2025

Skrywe van die Redakteur - Myrtle van Zyl

Terwyl ons
die laaste
bladsye

van 2025
omslaan,

wil ek my
diepste dank uitspreek aan elkeen van ons lesers. Hierdie jaar
was buitengewoon — dit het ons getoets, ons gestaal, en ons
weer herinner aan die krag wat leef binne 'n gemeenskap wat
saamstaan.

Elke oproep wat ons ontvang... elke WhatsApp...
inkassieboodskap... word 'n nota.

Daardie skribbel word 'n artikel.

Daardie artikel word bewustheid.

En bewustheid word aksie.

Dankie dat u ons vertrou met u stories, u vrese, u vreugdes en
u hartseer. Dit is deur u stemme dat die Platinum Bushvelder
steeds sterk staan — steeds die hartklop van Thabazimbi
bedien.

BUSHVELDER

elke

’n Jaar van dankbaarheid en veerkragtigheid

Wanneer ons terugkyk na die klimaatstoestande en uitdagings
rondom Thabazimbi, is ons dankbaar dat hierdie jaar minder
verwoestende veldbrande gebring het as die vorige een. Met
opregte waardering erken ons Thaba Fire and Rescue, wie

se toewyding as 'n NRO lewens red, eiendom beskerm en
ons gemeenskap onophoudelik beskerm. Julle opoffering
waardeer ons diep.

Ons rig ook 'n dank aan die Thabazimbi Plaaslike
Munisipaliteit. Al het 2025 sy deel van uitdagings gebring

— aanhoudende watertekorte, gereelde kragonderbrekings

en infrastruktuurdruk — sien ons die daaglikse werk, die
volharding en die vasbeslotenheid om ’n verskil te maak. Dit is
nie vinnige oplossings nie, en verseker nie maklikes nie, maar
u pogings word waardeer. Mag 2026 vir ons almal langer,
meer stabiele periodes van water en elektrisiteit bring.

Die mense wat Thabazimbi uniek maak

Thabazimbi is 'n seldsame plek. 'n Plek waar mense,
wanneer krisis tref, sonder huiwering reageer. Ek het nog
nérens anders die vlak van eenheid, vrygewigheid en opregte
omgee gesien wat hier leef nie. Of dit nou fondsinsamelings
vir families in nood is, ondersteuning vir iemand wat met
kanker leef, klere-insamelings en gemeenskapsprojekte, of
geleenthede vir ons kinders, ons verkenners en elke groep in
nood... ons mense staan saam.

Hierdie gees — hierdie onwrikbare bereidheid om te help —is
ons grootste krag. Dit is die hartklop van ons dorp. Dit is wat
Thabazimbi ‘n tuiste maak.

Aan al ons noodpersoneel — hospitaalpersoneel,
ambulanspanne, insleepdienste, dokters, verpleegkundiges
en elkeen wat vorentoe tree wanneer die nood die grootste

is — dankie. Julle diens red lewens. Julle menslikheid versterk
ons gemeenskap.

Ons eer ook ons onderwysers — dié wat in ons kinders belé,
jong denke vorm en toekomstige leiers bou. Julle impak is
onmeetbaar.

Agter elke sterk gemeenskap staan ’'n leér van stil helde. Aan
elke NRO en NPO: dankie dat julle die gapings vul waar ander
nie kan nie — dat julle die wat honger is voed, die wat seerkry
vertroos, die wat swaarkry oplig en inspring wanneer die nood
die grootste is.

Aan ons ouetehuise: dankie vir die geduld, liefde en
waardigheid waarmee julle ons bejaardes versorg. Julle eer
die geslagte wat voor ons gekom het en dra hul stories met
sagtheid.

Aan elke kerk en geloofsorganisasie: dankie dat julle bakens
van hoop is. Julle gebede, uitreikprogramme, berading,
jeugleiding en menslike hulpwerk bring lig in donker tye. Julle
herinner ons dat geloof, goedheid en eenheid kan herstel wat
swaarkry probeer breek. Hierdie dorp is sterker omdat julle
bestaan.

Aan al ons hardwerkende SMME'’s: dankie dat julle volhou,
dat julle geleenthede skep en aanhou droom, selfs in moeilike
tye. Julle is die enjin van plaaslike groei. En aan ons boere —
die ruggraat van voedselsekerheid en wildbewaring — dankie
vir julle uithouvermog, julle arbeid en julle onmisbare rol in die
volhoubaarheid van ons gemeenskap.

As 'n Christelike publikasie is dit ons vreugde en voorreg om
te sé: Dankie, Hemelse Vader, dat U oor ons personeel, ons
lesers, ons dorp en ons publikasie gewaak het deur hierdie
jaar.

Ons laaste uitgawes vir 2025

Hierdie week se uitgawe, gedateer 10 Desember, is ons
laaste publikasie vir die jaar.

Daarna neem ons ’'n welverdiende ruskans en keer terug,
verfris en gereed vir die nuwe jaar. Die eerste drukdatum vir
2026 is Woensdag, 14 Januarie 2026.

Hou asseblief gedurende die vakansietyd ons Facebook-blad
dop vir belangrike plaaslike nuus en opdaterings.

Terwyl ons die feestyd ingaan, bid ons dat God oor elkeen van u waak — of u
reis, of by die huis saam met familie die feestyd geniet.

Die Platinum Bushvelder, wens u 'n geseénde Kersseisoen, vreugdevolle
vakansie en ’'n veilige begin van die nuwe jaar toe. Dankie vir die lesse, die
stories en die voorreg om hierdie pragtige gemeenskap te dien.

Warm groete,
Myrtle

We -need your hielp!
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DONATE YOUR OLD CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AND
HELP A FAMILY HAVE A MAGICAL CHRISTMAS

CLOTHES, SHOES, DIAPERS, FORMULA, TOILETRIES
AMD HOUSEWARE ALSO NEEDED URGENTLY!
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NORTHANF'

Stand 2447 Swafklip-Road; -
- Northam, 0360

~Cell 072 147 7866

Common
/ Bricks

BuildRite

Hardware & Building Supplies

f @BuildriteH @ www buildritegroup co za Bl 082 0555 286

Grande®™
estive

Prlces Valid Until 25 Januar 2026

Sunset
[\;[b Roof Tile
SHABS) Red and Grey
APPROVED _
e T
200mm x 2m -‘ﬂ.‘r

55355 | WITHOUT DELIVERY 11382/3

R389.% R7.”

Aluminium

Porcelam

Maxi
Brick

*10 x Boxes
KT O1 Porcelain Tiles
(600mm x 600mm)
*5 Bags 18 Hour Porcelain Fix
* 1 x Blitre Tile Bond
*1x Tile Spacers
* 1 x Bkg Tile Grout

E :
R1649 99 Covers 14.9¢m’

54236

*30 x Wooden Poles (3.0m) Non SABS * 2 x Rolls Fencing Mesh
30m x 100mm x 100mm \

+4 x Rolls Galvanised Wire 3kg @ %‘]:-'
*1 x 500g of Fencing Staples * 2 x Rolls Binding Wire

RS
R2999 99 t'overs 601;20'(.':

Wooden Poles

Hollow Column
Fencmg Mesh
30m
100mm x 100mm

28070

R329.”

WheelBarrow

Chromodeck IBR Steel Bm

Roof Sheet 4.2m
55335

R299.* R299.

Window
PT 1515

Aluminium Window
NC 2 ECO
0.9m x 0.9m

AIumlnlum h >

54015

Aluminium
Bronze Full
Door

57105

R1199 > IR%7:99.”

J'.'{Ab:
. Ceiling Panels

L ] ! 3.9m x 0.3m
@ 5 56979,56980,56982,51479

IR499.°

Sold as Box of 10

PVC

R629 >

R69.9

| I )&
8 Panel
! ! | Meranti Door
e

TownHouse Door
2/4 Panel

12291 22645/55915

R289.

99| uv Mr'A-RBLEv

41042/ 41044

2500 litre

R1899.99

5000 litre

R3799.99

(2.4m)

Excluding Green
Rubber Duck
Liquid Ruhber

Super 2000
Acryllc PVA

Berger-Master
Nukote PVA - 20 Lt

51703/51704/51705

*10 x Boxes Porcelain Tiles
ED *5 Bags 18 Hour Porcelain Fix
*1 x Slitre Tile Bond
*1 x Tile Spacers
MBO (600mm x 600mm) * 1 x 5kg Tile Grout
Covers 14.9m’

7 Piece Bath Combo
White
* Bath Tub with Handles

*Close Couple Toilet Set
*Cistern with Mechanism
*Plastic Toilet Seat
*Basin and Pedestal

.. R1899.99

Build Rite reserves the right to limit quantities on any promotional items offered on sale. Prices exclude accessories used for dlsplay purposes. Prices and illustrations are correct at the time of going to press.
BuildRite Hardware can not be held responsible for any changes, errors or omissions that may occur. All prices are inclusive of VAT.
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Did you know?

Facebook began in a Harvard dorm
room in February 2004. Originally called
Thefacebook, it was designed simply to
help students connect. Within months,

it spread to universities across the U.S.,
sparking a new era of personal social
media. What started as a campus directory
quickly transformed into a global platform
that redefined how people

share photos, news, and

everyday life. Its explosive

early growth helped set the

template for nearly every

social network that followed.
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Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi — Spitskop Special Needs
School marked a significant moment of hope on Thursday, 4 December
2025, when UMWTYV SA donated R100,000 to ensure the continuation of the
school’s Think Digital online learning programme. Although the school has
86 learners in total, the Think Digital programme is currently used by 12 of
the children.

For a school that supports children with diverse developmental challenges,
the donation arrives at a critical time. Many families rely on the digital
learning platform but cannot afford the monthly costs. This contribution
ensures continuity — and possibility.

During a small handover gathering, general manager Lindy Barnard
expressed deep appreciation. “This support is more than financial — it gives
our learners hope, opportunity, and the chance to continue proving what they
are capable of,” she said.

Launched in 2020, the Think Digital Programme gives learners access to
the CAPS curriculum through an accredited online platform. The results
have been remarkable: children once told they may never progress
academically are now achieving marks of up to 80%. The donation will help
the school maintain quality education, personalised support, and a nurturing
environment that allows every learner to thrive.

Year-End Message from Spitskop Special Needs School

As we reach the end of another year, Spitskop Special Needs School
extends heartfelt thanks to the community for every act of kindness — big or
small — that has helped our learners grow, smile and shine. We are deeply
proud of each learner’s progress and grateful to our dedicated staff who
pour their hearts into every day. Our school fills a vital gap in our community,
and your support helps ensure that we can continue offering this essential
service.

We wish all our community members a joyful festive season. May the
kindness you’ve shown come back to you a hundredfold.

Warm regards,

Spitskop Management

081 309 3876, Fax: 011 252 6669, E-mail: adsZ@pIatmumbushvelder co.za
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and more!-
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FRIKKIES VLIEG
INTERNASIONAAL

MET MNR. DE JAGER
IN FRANKRYK

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi — Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer
is trots om te deel dat Mnr. MW de Jager tans in Frankryk is waar hy dien
as agterlyn-afrigter vir die Mauritz Hansen o/19-rugbyspan.

Die span toer deur Toulouse, Bordeaux en Parys, waar hulle op verskeie
velde meeding en waardevolle internasionale blootstelling opdoen. De
Jager se betrokkenheid is 'n groot pluimpie vir die skool en onderstreep
die hoé gehalte afrigting waarna Frikkies bekend is.

SOULFOOD
MATTHEW 1:18-25

8Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After
His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before
they came together, she was found with child of the
Holy Spirit. *® Then Joseph her husband, being a just
man, and not wanting to make her a public example,
was minded to put her away secretly. 2 But while he
thought about these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit. 2! And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from
their sins.”

280 all this was done that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying:
#“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a
Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is
translated, “God with us.”

%Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep,
did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him and took to him his wife, #and did

not know her till she had brought forth

her firstborn Son. And he called His

name Jesus.
Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liability for any loss,
damage, injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any
matter, the information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds,
edllonals or advertisements, and does not warran( the truth, accuracy or completeness of the

provided. editorials and Ielters wntlen to the editor/

newspaper’s is the opinions and o placed or
sent the advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to (he editor and
not that of the editor/s, editor in chief,
journalists, employees or owners of
Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We herewith
indemnify ourselves from any related
claims. Platinum Bushvelder's title and
design of its logo is the sole property of
Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact
us per email with any queries: ads2@
platinumbushvelder.co.za. | All original
designs in this newspaper is the sole
property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd
and may only be reproduced or distributed
by or with the written consent of Platinum
Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyright is strictly
reserved, and no work, or part thereof, may
be used for commercial purposes. Should
any of the content be copied without the

written consent of Platinum Publishers
(Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

Stuur jou event na
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za

** Gratis Plasing!

 pLaTINUM &
DAGBOEK

Have your say

Are you planning to try something new this holiday?

Do you think Australia is
wise to ban social media

Please let us know your plans — we want to hear it!

Holidays give people rare pockets of time to explore fresh experiences. Whether traveling somewhere unfamiliar
or experimenting in the kitchen, trying something new boosts creativity and creates memorable moments.

for children under 16?

As of 10 December 2025, Australia became the

“I believe in trying something
new whenever we can, but our
routines often leave little time
for it. So this year, instead of
chasing something ‘new,” I'm
choosing to spend my free
time with family and friends.
Some may think that sounds
boring, but to me it's an
opportunity to truly be present
with the people | love. We see
them every day, but life moves
so fast that we rarely stop to
pay real attention.”

Rita van der Westhuizen,
Thabazimbi

first country to bar under-16s from having accounts
on major platforms like Instagram, TikTok and
YouTube, citing mental-health and safety risks.
What's your take?

Here’s how you can participate. Email us at
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp
your response to 081 579 7000.

“I'm planning
to explore new
ways of living
my life to the Include the following:
fullest.” * Your answer: Yes or No
¢ Why? We want to hear from you!

Kgotso )
Hlalele, * Arecent photo - We'd love to publish your
Thabazimbi pic alongside your answer!

¢ Your town/city
¢ Deadline - Be sure to send your response
before 12:00 on Monday, 12 January 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!

N0 45% E° 55%

Are you planning to try
something new this holiday?

be featured in our next issue. Be a part of our
community’s story!

P.S.: Don't forget, you can also voice your opinion
on our Facebook post about this topic. Join the
conversation!

Thaba Fire and Rescue Kerspatrollie | Saterdag, 20 Desember 2025

Dis weer daardie tyd van die jaar wanneer Kersvader saam met Thaba Fire and Rescue die strate vol liggies en vrolikheid bring! Van 18:00 tot 20:00 ry Kersvader deur
Thabazimbi se strate — moenie hom misloop nie! Daarna wag heerlike vermaak by Thaba Spar se parkeerterrein, waar kinders met soetpakkies bederf word. Bring die
hele gesin vir ‘n aand van glimlagte, gelag en Kersfeesvreugde! Venue: Thaba Spar Parkering |
Kontak: Johan 066 451 3637, Angelique 073 687 2017, Madeleine 083 601 8019.
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